Prayer and Worship Commission Meeting 10/21/26

Present: Althea Burrier, Fr Waddell, Harry Schneider, Summer Anderson, Katie Fabricius, Martha Endejan

The meeting was opened at 12:30 pm with prayer by Fr Waddell.
Item 1: Purpose of Prayer and Worship commission.  The Pastor has final say in all things for the parish community.  The purpose of lay members is to gather information and perspectives from each of the worship sites and bring these to this commission.  This will assist our pastor and priest team in making decisions/plan for the future.
Item 2: Liturgical Update provided by Summer Anderson
A. Summer and Fr Waddell completed an inventory of the sacristy for each site.  Soaking bins for liturgical linens has been added to each site.  Vestment at each site have been labeled so they can be return to the proper site when large gathers require vestments from each site.
B. Training for Sacristans and Eucharistic Ministers is scheduled for 10/22/26 at 6pm
C. Mobile Sacristy has been created for use at large Parish events. Example: Mass at the Fairgrounds for the Parish Festival.
D. Lecture training was completed in August.
E. 40 Hours devotion is scheduled for 10/30/26 to 11/01/26 beginning at 4pm with Mass.
F. A family from the parish has offered to make a litter for the Marian processions.
Item 3: How can Holy Family better support sacristans to improve their work? General education on general principles but also site-specific training was recommended.  Making sure that parishioners know about training – bulletin, pulpit announcement, listing on the website and use of social media.  Discussion then turned to Eucharistic Ministers.  There is confusion on how EM address those who choose not to receive communion but approach for a blessing.  It was requested that further education be provided to the entire congregation on the proper preparation and reception of the Blessed Sacrament.
Item 4: Liturgical Update provided by Fr Waddell.
A. Since the installation of the mosaic at Sacred Heart has been completed, Mass has been celebrated Ad Orientum.  It has been well received and will continue at this time.  The priest team has been considering celebrating Mass in this manner at Presentation and Our Risen Savior during Advent and possibly a week or 2 prior to Advent.
B. Education will need to be provided at the sites (Presentation and Our Risen Savior) well in advance of moving to Ad Orientum and would need to include a bulletin writeup, possibly a video prior to Mass, announcements and taking time before Mass to do the education necessary.
Item 5: What additional education is needed for the congregation?  Education on the use of Latin in the Mass.  Education on sacred vs secular music.
Item 6: Additional questions:
A. How many crucifixes should be in the main worship space during Mass?  In the past, some were instructed that only 1 crucifix could be present and the processional crucifix was placed in the sacristy or in another area that was not visible to the congregation.  Currently this is not the case.  Fr Waddell will check guidelines for this.
B. There has been a request by members of ORS for an evening of sacred music and carols at ORS which would be open to all parishioners of Holy Family.  This evening is tentatively scheduled for 12/28/26, possibly starting at 6:30pm.  The reason for this is to encourage celebration of the full Christmas season.  This was approved.  The musicians will get final approval of the music selections from Fr Waddell prior to that evening.
C. Mass setting for Advent: Probably chanted setting in English.
D. Harry requested to be informed about what the theme for Advent is to make sure the correct wording is placed in the corners at Holy Family
E. There are problems with the ORS organ to be addressed but in the future.
F. New members are needed for this commission.  Looking for a variety of ages and cultural backgrounds.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Fr Waddell at 1:36 pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Martha Endejan
