
The Good News
Annual Report

December 24-25, 2025
Christmas

Dear Brothers & Sisters,

It was just over a year ago that Pope Francis announced the Jubilee Year of Hope, extending an
invitation to Catholics to be pilgrims of the faith, and carry the hope of Christ with us not only in
the struggles of our own lives, but also to those we meet. 

We found this particularly fitting for our parish, as we looked towards celebrating 25 years, a
milestone that is a testament to the strength of the Catholic faith in Fond du Lac, and the hope
that you, our parishioners, have fostered and shared in our community. This is reflected in the
words of our newly elected Holy Father, Pope Leo XIV, which he spoke just a few weeks ago: “To
hope is to participate: this is a gift that God gives us. No one saves the world alone. Not even God
wants to save it alone: He could, but He does not want to, because together is better.”

As we look back on 2025, it’s amazing the difference one year can make, be it in the Catholic
Church, our parish, our own lives, and in what we can accomplish when we work as one.  

This January, we, along with the rest of Southeastern Wisconsin, welcomed Archbishop Jeffrey
Grob as the 12  Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Milwaukee. We were blessed to be the first
parish in the Archdiocese to celebrate a Mass of Welcome with him, greeting him with priests
from around our area, the voices of our talented choir, and pews filled with the faithful. The
Archbishop returned to Holy Family in the spring to Confirm our parish’s young adults and to
celebrate those who live out the mission of Catholic Charities at the annual Lenten Luncheon. We
also were given the privilege of offering the Archdiocese’s Mass of Atonement, which seeks to
continue the work of healing on behalf of those affected by abuse. 
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In April, our Catholic family mourned the loss of Pope Francis, who dedicated his life to serving
the Lord with humility, kindness, and a deep care for the most vulnerable. After two days of
Conclave, Cardinals elected the first American to the papacy: Pope Leo XIV. Although he grew up
in Chicago — the home of many Wisconsin sports rivalries — it has been exciting to see a fellow
Midwesterner become Holy Father of our beautiful Church, and share the hope found in our Lord
with people around the world. 

Here in Fond du Lac, our parish celebrated our 25  anniversary — our own Jubilee — with prayer,
festivities, outreach, and an eye on the future. In this past year, we have seen the number of
people attending Sunday Mass increase, with hundreds more joining us to give thanks to our Lord
each month. In total, our musicians led the music at 726 Masses across our parish. This is in
addition to the Masses our clergy offered at St. Mary’s Springs Academy, long-term care facilities,
jails and prisons, and new this year, our First Friday Mass in the St. Agnes Hospital Chapel. 
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We were blessed to celebrate the Sacraments with many members of our parish community this
year. We welcomed 22 children and adults into the Catholic Church at our Easter Vigil Mass. One
hundred and twenty-one children received the grace of God’s forgiveness and the Most Blessed
Sacrament at their First Reconciliation and First Communion, while 84 young adults received the
gifts of the Holy Spirit at Confirmation. We celebrated the marriages of 28 parish couples, and had
the honor of remembering our parishioners at more than 280 funerals and committals. 

Children and adults alike deepened their love of Christ with our Faith Formation programs. This
year, we were excited to once again offer Special Needs Faith Formation. Open to children and
teens with intellectual and developmental disabilities who are unable to attend our Summer or
High School programs, Special Needs Formation brings the entire family together to learn more
about Catholicism and our Lord’s love for us. Currently, three families are in the program.

As a parish, we committed ourselves ever more fully to caring for those in need. Each week, our
Blessed Bites program, now housed at the Holy Family Warming Shelter, gives out an average of 75
to-go meals, along with other food, hygiene, and cleaning items to help people make ends meet.
Our Summer Bites program returned in June to increased demand. Rather than 400 bagged
lunches per week, our volunteers and staff made and distributed 500. Each was filled with
donations from our parishioners, who gave throughout the season to ensure we could meet the
need. In total, we distributed nearly 5,000 lunches. As the Holy Family Warming Shelter started its
third season, it was with incredible support from the area. In November, with the help of a crane
from M. W. Tighe Roofing, Fr. Matthew hovered above the Holy Family Warming Shelter in the
rain, sleet, and snow to raise awareness about the conditions our neighbors who are homeless
must endure without a place to go. While our fundraising goal was $55,000, you wowed us by
donating more than $194,000 to fund the Holy Family Warming Shelter this season. 

In August, we hosted our 25  Anniversary Festival at the Fond du Lac County Fairgrounds. Over
three days, hundreds of our community members turned out to celebrate Mass, enjoy delicious
food made by our volunteers and Avenue 795, sing and dance along to the performances of seven
bands, play fun games, and enjoy an inflatable obstacle course and horse-drawn wagon rides. 
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As we celebrated our legacy, this year we also set our sights on the future. Throughout 2025, staff,
volunteers, and crews worked on numerous projects to maintain our churches for all who come to
worship. The largest of these projects has been our Sacred Heart renovation. Since the church
closed for updates this past June, our parishioners have responded with patience, flexibility, and
excitement as we await the finished renovations. We look forward to welcoming everyone back to
our beautiful Sacred Heart early in 2026. 

Looking back at 2025, I am deeply grateful for all the ways our parish has grown, shining its light
of hope brighter and further than ever before. We cannot know what the future holds for us. As
Pope Leo XIV said just a couple months ago, “To hope is to not know ... We do not already have the
answers to all the questions. But we have Jesus. We follow Jesus. And so, we hope for what we do
not yet see.” As we look towards 2026, may we continue to be guided by this love of Christ, and act
as its beacon, as we find joy and comfort in all we do not yet see. 

In Christ, 
Very Rev. Ryan J Pruess
Pastor | Holy Family Catholic Community

MASS SCHEDULE
Saturday

Holy Family: 4:00 pm
St. Peter: 4:00 pm
St. Mary: 4:00 pm

Sunday
St. Mary: 7:15 am | 9:00 am | 11:00 am

Holy Family: 8:00 am | 10:00 am
12:00 pm (Spanish)
St. Peter: 8:30 am

Our Risen Savior: 10:00 am
Presentation: 7:00 am (Spanish) 

 10:00 am
Marian University: 5:00 pm

Weekday 
Monday & Friday | St. Mary: 12:00 pm

Monday - Friday | Holy Family: 7:00 am
Wednesday | Marian University: 12:00 pm

 Wednesday | Holy Family: 6:00 pm
Friday | St. Mary: 7:00 pm (Spanish)

Saturday | Holy Family: 8:00 am

RECONCILIATION SCHEDULE

Monday - Friday
Following 7:00 am Mass at Holy Family

Monday, Friday
11:15 to 11:45 am at St. Mary

Wednesday
11:15 to 11:45 am at Marian University

5:00 pm at Holy Family

Friday
6:15 to 6:45 pm at St. Mary

Saturday
After 8:00 am Mass at Holy Family

3:00 to 3:45 pm at St. Mary
3:00 to 3:45 pm at Holy Family

3:00 to 3:45 pm at St. Peter

Sunday
9:00 to 9:45 am at Our Risen Savior 

Holy Family Catholic Community
271 Fourth Street Way
Fond du Lac, WI 54937

(920) 921-0580 | hffdl.org  

Fr. Ryan Pruess: ext. 601
Fr. Kevin Durand: ext. 602
Fr. Matthew Kirk: ext. 603

Fr. Patrick Behling: ext. 604
Fr. Fernando Torres: ext. 605

Dcn. Dale Paczkowski:
dalep@hffdl.org

Dcn. Marty Ryan: deaconryan@hffdl.org

Clergy

STAFF CONTACTS
Call (920) 921-0580 

Angie Bestul: ext. 502
Sabina Carter: ext. 501

Valerie Collien: ext. 302
Erin Cobb: ext. 301

Terry Drake: ext. 101
Jacinta Emmer: ext. 204

Ellen Kant: ext. 105
Michelle Ludtke: ext. 104
Michelle O’Brien: ext. 401

Sarah Razner: ext. 201
Manuel Santos: ext. 306
Evan Schwalbe: ext. 103

Eva Thelen Dunphy: ext. 202
Carmen Valenzuela: ext. 203
Trisha Zimmerman: ext. 503

Staff

mailto:dalep@hffdl.org


Join us in 2026!

A Look Back on Our Jubilee Year

Women's Ministry: 
Sharing Our Journey
Saturday, January 17
Holy Family Church

Join us for a morning of worship 
and community with our 

Women's Ministry!

2026 Parish Mission: Sonja Corbitt

February 15-17 | 6:30 to 8:00 pm 
Holy Family Church

Over three nights, learn about the spiritual
discipline, gift, and promise of rest

through the story of the Exodus.

Celebrate Holy Family Gala

Wednesday, April 22 | 5:30 to 8:30 pm
Holy Family Church

Celebrate your parish with your fellow
members at this wonderful night! 

More information to come!

ROSIE MERTEN - ROSIEMERTEN.MY.TUPPERWARE.COM
Weekly, Monthly Specials & Full Line Catalog 

Parish member
(920) 979 0247 | 628 Sarah Dr., FDL

Thank you for your donation to Holy Family! Please support those who support our parish:

TTI INC.
Flatbed, Specialized, Reefer, Dry Van Trucks

W2266 Highway B, Eden
(800) 558-2664 | ttitrucking.com 

PILLAR & VINE
Room for One More?

Foster Care, Respite Care, Visitation Services
920-346-5437 (KIDS) | www.pillarandvine.org

FEUCHT FINANCIAL GROUP, LLC
Sean Twohig, MS, CFA® - Parish Member

Your Investments ● Your Taxes ● Your Values
N6687 Wrightway Drive, Fond du Lac, WI 54937

Feucht.com | (920)921-6288
Securities and investment advisory services offered through Osaic Wealth, Inc. member FINRA / SIPC. Osaic Wealth is separately owned and other entities 

and / or marketing names, products or services referenced here are independent of Osaic Wealth.

WRIGHTWAY HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Joe Mand and Jon Pitzen - Parish Members

235 West Scott St., Fond du Lac
wrightwaybuilt.com | (920) 929-8999

HOLIDAY AUTOMOTIVE
A Mike Shannon Automotive Company

North Rolling Meadows Drive, Fond du Lac
holidayautomotive.com

IMMEL INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES 
N7592 Taycheedah Way | (920) 924-6751
Mike Immel, Matt Immel, Erik O'Brien, 

Bob Benike & Shaun Andrew

NATIONAL EXCHANGE BANK & TRUST
Personal & Business Banking and Loans

130 S. Main St., 346 N. Main St., 676 W. Johnson St. 
 Inside Festival Foods

nebat.com

CAPELLE BROS. & DIEDRICH, INC. 
Building for the Future 

Since 1948
capellediedrich.com | (920) 921-7830

SILICA PLUMBING & HEATING, INC. 
For all your plumbing needs 

N8582 County QQ, Silica 
(920) 921-4499 | silicaplumbing.com 

SCHUMACHER CONSTRUCTION 
Brent Schumacher

(920) 979-0650

MICHELS
People. Projects. Values.

Energy and Infrastructure Contractor
Brownsville, WI  | www.michelscareers.us

Mass Intentions

Find Mass Intentions for this coming week
by visiting hffdl.org/intentions or using the

QR code. If you would like to schedule a Mass
Intention, please call our Parish Office at

(920) 921-0580 ext. 101.

Join us for Mass in the New Year!
Start off the New Year with Holy Family as
we offer multiple Masses for the Solemnity
of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mother of God, a

Holy Day of Obligation, on Wednesday,
December 31 and Thursday, January 1. To

view our Mass schedule, visit hffdl.org/Mass
or use the QR code.

http://rosiemerten.my.tupperware.com/
http://www.pillarandvine.org/
http://www.hffdl.org/intentions
https://www.hffdl.org/mass_schedules/holy-days-of-obligation/

