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Holy Family Catholic Community Christian Formation Commission Notes

Meeting held:
August 12, 2025
6:00pm – 7:30pm
Sacred Heart Victory Center

Present: Angie Bestul, Sabina Carter, Barb Piechowski, Angie Raflik, Trisha Zimmerman, Julie Baltz, Marian Freund, Patti Folz
Excused: Beth Schaefer
Absent: Nora Dee, Fr. Matthew Kirk, Fr. Kevin Tanel, Angela Gorske

Holy Family Vision and Mission Statements Recited

Important Dates Discussed:
· Bible Study and Small Group Registration begins 8/8
· Mass for Solemnity of the Blessed Virgin Mary: Vigil 8/14 6pm, HF
8/15 7am HF, 12 noon St. Mary, 7pm St. Mary
· 25th Anniversary Festival- August 15-17
· Brewing the Faith with Fr. Kevin Durand @ El Patron 8/20  7:00-8:30pm 

*See The Good News Bulletin for more details on these events. 

Opening Prayer (Angie Raflik)

Old/New Business Discussed:
1. Christian Formation Report (Staff) – Questions/Highlights (All) – We began with a review of the Strategic Plan in the Evangelization section. Staff shared the updates to the plan. 
Strategic Plan

HF staff members also shared other updates in their areas.

Sabina:
· Working on the Parish Mission Speaker. They are close to finding someone. 
· Special Needs Faith Formation is set to start Sunday, October 5. Currently only one interested person. Sabina is working on getting a video out to promote the program.
· A volunteer has stepped forward to help with the program and has experience with Special needs High school age kids.
· Supplies have been obtained for program participants and Sabina received other supplies from the Archdiocese to help with the program. 

Angie:
· The first 9th grade retreat at Marian was a success. 12 kids signed up for the retreat. They had kids attend that were Catholic, other religions, and from other parishes. Fun was had by all. Although a small group- it was meaningful and the hope is that the good word will spread for bigger numbers next time. 
· The Steubenville conference was a success as well. 16 kids attended. It was a great experience that was very touching and meaningful for those who attended. 

Trisha:
· The summer program’s theme was the Jubilee year of Hope. Summer program participants also learned about Pope Leo- a cardboard cutout was around school for the kids to see. There were more parishioners registered from our parish than last year. Overall, it was another great program! The Service Project was collecting food for the Blessed Bites Program.
· VBS finished up. The theme was True North-Trusting Jesus in a Wild World. There were 150 kids registered. Fun was had by all! The Service Project was collecting money from the items sold at the Service Center within VBS. Money will be donated to a Catholic Church in Alaska who will use the funds to help with programming for those who wish to be Catholic. 
· Mass Bags for Sunday Masses will be available soon. Small bags have been put together for children to use at Mass. Items in the bag may be small books, fidgets, order of the Mass flip books, etc. These bags are for use during Mass and to be returned at the end. These will replace the book basket at the back of the church. There will also be resources available for the older kids to follow along with the Mass parts. Each bag is different. There is a small amount available and more will be added. They will start with the bags at HF. These bags and resources are not replacing the Magnificat.

Closing prayer (Sabina)

Agenda Items for next meeting include:
1. Strategic Plan review- Study section (Staff)
2. Christian Formation additional notes that need to be shared (Staff)
3. Pastoral Council Liaisons report (Angie, Julie, Nora)
4. Commission Book Read- The Velveteen Rabbit discussion
(Questions to ponder about what was read will be coming.) 
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